
MIRO Newsletter for August, 2022

News and Announcements 

July 2022 net follow-up
Our July 21 net was run by Mike, K7PI. We had 8 member check-ins, along with 4 Winlink check-ins. The 
official log is up on our web site if you need to check your personal log. Running our monthly net is great 
practice for a “real world emergency.” We’re always looking for first-timers to take a turn “in the hot seat.” If 
you’re interested, please contact Pat. 

July 2022 meeting follow-up
We had our fourth “hybrid” meeting at the North Fire Station, with 3 of us in person and 7 more able to join us 
via Zoom. Vadim gave a great presentation on personal Web privacy including blockers, trackers, and VPNs. 
The meeting follow-up, with a link to the YouTube recording, is on our website.

If you would like to make a presentation to the team, if you know of someone who would like to present (or 
could have their arms twisted until they agree) of if there’s a topic you’d like to learn more about, let me know.

July 30, 2022 IS-700-a-thon
We had 4 recent CERT graduates participants at our NIMS training session – they’re well on their way to 
becoming “badged” Mercer Island volunteers. We also had 4 MIRO members who retook the training as a 
refresher. I’m looking forward to doing a refresh on IS-100 – anyone want to join me?

June 2022 Activity Report
Pat reports that  23 members, driving 132.4 miles, gave 78.6 hours in support of 3 public service events and 11
meetings, drills and exercises.

Upcoming MIRO Activities
Emergency Practice Net, Thursday, August 11, 7:00 PM. NCS: Bob, 
KM6SO
The net will start on the VHF MIRO repeater frequency of 147.160 MHz + offset, with a CTCSS tone of 146.2 
Hz for business and check-ins. It will then shift to the UHF repeater on frequency 440.150 MHz + offset with a 
CTCSS tone of 103.5 Hz for a roll call of the participants on the UHF repeater. In the event of a repeater 
failure, first try the other repeater; if that has failed, shift to the Mercer Island Simplex 147.440.

https://miro.cmivolunteers.org/2022/05/20/may-19-2022-general-meeting-follow-up/
https://miro.cmivolunteers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICS-309-MIRO-net_05_12_2022_GHP.pdf
https://miro.cmivolunteers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICS-309-MIRO-net_05_12_2022_GHP.pdf


No radio? Out of range of our repeaters? Try Echolink, station W7MIR-R. NOTE: this currently works on VHF 
only.

All participants should submit ICS-309 logs of the significant activity (check-ins, messages, simplex 
transmissions heard, etc.) after the net: by Winlink to KM6SO and by email to rtykulsker@gmail.com.
Also, please submit a General/Winlink Check In message before the net to KM6SO.

I’ll also be the liaison to the King County ARES/RACES net on August 14. All MIRO members are 
still welcome to check in as “Mercer Island Team” members during the “Kilo through Papa” call. The
KC ARES/RACES net happens every Sunday, 20:00 on 147.08 MHz +110.9.

Last chances for 2022 BaoFeng Yaesu FT-65 Give Away
We’ll be awarding one BaoFeng Give Away entry for each of the following “participations

 August 10, MIRO Winlink Wednesday  (1 for Winlink Check In, ICS-213 and WA ICS213-RR)

 Augest 11, On-air Emergency Practice Net

 August 17, one BaoFeng entry for every item you post on the MIRO Tool Exchange. So far, I’ve 
posted 20 items and Vadim has posted 32 items. 

I reserve the right to change, interpret and modify these rules at will. Don’t like those rules? Step up 
to become the next MIRO Chair and set the rules for 2023!

To be clear; the grand prize this year is indeed a Yaesu FT-65 and not a BaoFeng UV-5R, so get 
those entries in.

MIRO General Meeting, Thursday, August 18, 7:00 PM
Our regularly-scheduled General Meeting will be pre-empted by the annual Howse party. Woody is asking that 
all attendees be vaccinated, boosted and healthy. The week before the meeting, Woody will be sending an 
RSVP email to all the MIRO members to determine how many people will be attending so he can have 
sufficient seating. Beverages and nibbles will be provided. 

In addition to the “grand prize” Yaesu FT-65 radio, I encourage everyone to bring one or more items for the 
prize table. What a great opportunity to clean out your shack!

City-wide Volunteer Training and Table-Top Exercise, Saturday, 
August 27, 9 AM to Noon (Scenario 7.2 Seattle Fault Earthquake)

Two ways to play! If you are a “badged” Volunteer, please contact Jennifer or Pat to “register” to 
participate. At 8:30 AM on Saturday, you should receive a “Code Red” message informing you to 
deploy to City Hall for the start of the exercise at 9 AM. The goal of the exercise at the EOC is to 
focus on volunteer registration, organization and deployment into various teams. As a badged 
Volunteer with a portable radio, you’re an invaluable asset to the various other volunteer teams, so 
don’t be surprised if you get assigned to various roles. Note that this is a table-top exercise; you 
won’t be going out into the field to do a search-and-rescue, staff a first aid station, or set up a shelter;
we’ll just be discussing it. We’ll stop the exercise at noon, hold a brief debrief and then have a 
Volunteer lunch party.

If you’re not a badged volunteer or don’t want to get out of your jammies on a Saturday morning, you 
can stay at home and activate/participate/run the MIRO Emergency Radio Net after 8:30 AM. You’ll 

mailto:rtykulsker@gmail.com


be the “eyes and ears,” possibly conducting damage reports, etc. You’re also welcome to attend the 
lunch at 12:30 PM (out of your jammies, please).

It’s been a while since the entire Volunteer workforce trained together, so this is a great way to 
refresh ourselves in the established procedures, etc. Recently we’ve seen local articles reminding us 
of being overdue for an eruption of the Seattle Fault and the chaos it could cause.

Earthquake action reminders:
After you have Dropped, Covered and Held for the duration of an actual earthquake, here are the steps you 
should undertake:

 Check your home, family and possessions to the extent that you can. You won’t be any value to the city
or your ham radio colleagues if you are worried about your own circumstances and need to take actions
for their benefit. Once you’re satisfied that you can provide service to the city:

 Grab your handheld, a pad of paper and your go-to pack. As you start to walk your neighborhood, 
check into the MIRO Emergency Net. All our members should check into the net as soon as possible. 
When there are several people on the net, the most experienced Net Control Operator should formally 
activate the emergency net and turn it into a Directed Net that we all know and understand.

 As you walk your neighborhood and spot reportable conditions – power lines down, water flooding, 
natural gas leaks, fallen structures, roads blocked, possible trapped citizens, etc. – report these verbally
over to Net Control. These reports will become the basis of information for those who will be manning 
the City Emergency Operations Center for vectoring recovery response. 

These ham produced verbal reports will be the first view of what the conditions are on Mercer Island and will 
be VERY IMPORTANT. All phone operations (cell and landline) will likely be inoperable, 911 won’t be working 
and the small number of first responders on Mercer Island will be overwhelmed. MIRO Working Meeting, 
Tuesday, August 30, 7:00 PM

MIRO Working Meeting, Tuesday, August 30, 7:00 PM

The purpose of this ongoing meeting is to get stuff done: solicit volunteers for  Net Control, and 5th 
Saturday exercises; solicit volunteers for other MIRO/City volunteer opportunities; solicit volunteers 
for other ongoing roles, such as  MIRO chair, BaoFeng contest administrator. We also review 
progress  on ongoing projects.

Everyone is welcome; but if you do show up, don't be surprised if we ask for your help! Use the Zoom address 
above.

Also, this is a great opportunity for you to express ideas that you'd like to see MIRO work on. If you 
have material to distribute, you can forward it to me; and I'll relay it on to all.

MIRO Tool Exchange – now with “For Sale” items

Vadim has been busy adding more items to lend out on our Tool Exchange. I’ve also added a “For Sale” page 
where you can post items that you wish to sell to other MIRO members. Let me know if you have items for 
sale, etc. All disclaimers apply. I reserve the right to reject any posting, etc. Don’t like that policy? Step up and 
become the next MIRO Volunteer Chair and set the policy.
Visit the Tool Exchange from the Members Only page on our web site.

 



Cats in the Air (if not on the Air)
Back in the “Zoom era” many of you will recall occasionally seeing me with one of my cats sitting in my lap. A 
few days ago, I saw the following somewhere on there Internet

https://www.cracked.com/image-pictofact-8863-15-facts-that-really-put-everything-in-perspective-for-us


Well, that sounded too good to be true, but apparently it is indeed true.

From the article:
The America was the first airship to have radio equipment. Kiddo has the distinction of being the 
subject of the first ever radio communication from an aircraft in flight: “Roy, come and get this ---damn 
cat.”

Maybe not as poetic, prophetic  or historically significant as “What hath God wrought?” or “Calling all. This is 
our last cry before our eternal silence”. It’s more in line with “Mr. Watson – Come here”. But it’s cats and radio. 
So, there ya go!

That’s all for this month. 
 

73!

Bob Tykulsker KM6SO, MIRO Chair,  rtykulsker@gmail.com Phone: 206-232-8049 
Pat Hackett, K7PTH, MIRO Vice-Chair, pat@pathackett.com Phone: 206-972-2724 
Woody Howse, K7EDH, MIRO Chair Emeritus, whowse@me.com Phone: 206-849-5370

mailto:whowse@me.com
mailto:rtykulsker@gmail.com
mailto:pat@pathackett.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Graham_Bell#The_telephone
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/1999/01/21/------sos-rip
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/1999/01/21/------sos-rip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/What_hath_God_wrought
https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/kiddo-cat-reluctant-aviator


MIRO Current Schedule 2022-2023

(All MIRO meetings at 7 PM SHARP unless otherwise specified)
Aug 2 National Night Out:  5 PM to 8 PM
Aug 11 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: KM6SO
Aug 18 MIRO General Meeting; Howse House party!
Aug 27 City-wide Volunteer Exercise: 9 AM to 12 PM
Aug 30 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Sep 8 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Sep 15 MIRO General Meeting; K7PI; Mobile Grid Chasing and Emergency Operations
Sep 23 Mercer Island Volunteer event 
Sep 27 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Oct 13 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: K7CGE
Oct 20 Great Shakeout: 10:20 AM (Third Thursday in October)
Oct 20 MIRO General Meeting: K7PTH; Map Your Neighborhood for MIRO
Oct 29 Fifth Saturday EOC-EOC; tbd
Oct 31 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Nov 10 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Nov 17 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Nov 29 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Dec 8 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Dec 15 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Dec 27 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Jan 12 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Jan 19 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Jan 31 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Feb 9 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Feb 16 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Feb 28 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Mar 9 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Mar 16 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Mar 28 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Apr 13 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Apr 20 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Apr 29 Fifth Saturday EOC-EOC; tbd
May 11 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
May 18 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
May 30 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Jun 8 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Jun 15 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Jun 27 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Jul 13 Emergency Net Practice; NCS: tbd
Jul 20 MIRO General Meeting; tbd
Jul 25 Last Tuesday Working Meeting
Jul 29 Fifth Saturday EOC-EOC; tbd



Other Resources
Training Links
Below are some links for ongoing, third-party training and/or testing

 Not training, per se, but online ham testing when you are ready to upgrade your Technician or 
General License: https://hamstudy.org/sessions  

 Online CERT training: https://i.slcc.edu/   emergency-prepare/docs/CERT/online-cert-course.pdf  
 FEMA IS-100C. Introduction to the Incident Command System. A requirement for being badged 

as a City Volunteer: https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c
 FEMA IS-700B. Introduction to the National Incident Management System. Another requirement to

be badged: https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b

Regional Radio Nets
What better way is there to improve our radio capability than by participating in available nets easily 
found in the Mike & Key Amateur Radio Guide. Following is a list of available opportunities. I highly 
recommend that our new hams actively participate.

 Daily: 0900; 146.960; - 103.5; PSRG Nine O'clock net
 Daily: 2100; 146.960; - 103.5; PSRG Nine O'clock net
 SUN:    2000: 147.080; +110.9; King County ARES/RACES Net
 MON: 1200; 441.550; + 103.5; Informal Social Net
 MON: 1900; 146.960; - 103.5; Seattle ACS
 MON: 2000; check schedule;  Puget Sound Digital Hams Net- Fldigi, various modes.
 WED: 1730; 146.820; - 103.5; Mike and Key Technical Net
 SAT: 2000; 146.550; SIMPLEX; See how well your signal is heard and who can hear you

RATPAC Videos     
Great videos the  Radio Amateur Training, Planning and Activities Committee:

 Published Format- http://tiny.cc/ratpac-list
 Menu Format- http://tiny.cc/ratpac-ss

Winlink Nets
Can’t get enough Winlink practice from our monthly nets? Try any or all of the following:

 The “original” Winlink Wednesday. Once a week, send a text message. Once a month, send a Winlink 
form. Option to check in via HF Winlink Peer-To-Peer.

 Winlink Wednesda  y NTX.   Once a week, check in with a Winlink form. Often has a question you need to 
answer.

 ETO   Winlink Thursday  . A larger variety of exercises. Forms, attachments, shrinking images, shrinking 
spreadsheets, nation-wide HF Winlink Peer-To-Peer. 

https://sites.google.com/view/winlink-wednesday-ntx/home
https://emcomm-training.org/Winlink_Thursdays.html
https://winlinkwednesday.net/
https://psdhn.org/events/
https://i.slcc.edu/emergency-prepare/docs/CERT/online-cert-course.pdf
https://i.slcc.edu/emergency-prepare/docs/CERT/online-cert-course.pdf
https://hamstudy.org/sessions
http://tiny.cc/ratpac-ss
http://tiny.cc/ratpac-list
https://www.mikeandkey.org/nets.php
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b
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